; t have any Vote or Influence in Elet- 
"it ze Magiſtrates, Town-Council, and: 
«,; D: 4COns of the City of Edmburgh. 
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> When the Righteous are in Authority, the People Rejoice : But 

' when the wickedbeareth rule, the People mourn. Prov; 29. 2. 
' Rinye to and fro through the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now, 
> andknow, and ſeek in the broad places thereof, if you can find a 
"Man, if there be any that executeth Judgment, that ſeeketh the 


' Truth, and I will Pardon it. Jerem: 5. Is 
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Some Precautions, to all that have 
. Vote or Influence i in Elefting the Magiſtrates, 
 Town-Countil,, an1 Deacons of the City. of 
Edinburgh. 


A'VIN G Comet time: ago ncnidencally had occaſion.to . ſee a 
' late printed Letter-concerning the Magiſtracy of the Cary. of 
Glaſgow andthe Management of its Common-Gogd ;. where- 
ic there ſeems to beiavery, plain and dem onſtrative: Dif Diſcoves- 
| ry of ſeveral unaccountable .Lntrigues, S—_ the ., whole 
7 To of that pr ever ſince that City had the Grant,and. Power of 
SR! legion of their Magilſtrates-in:the., Year x690. I was .th 
| == co: make ſome enquiry. into. thoſe Meaſures that have 


#0 
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ken. upon the like occaſions in- Edinburgh, whoſe Example: ( whether 
ood or * Bad ) as. being the Metropolis or Head-Cigy of the Kingdom, 
- muſt more Naturally diffuſe the like Effe& . through the, whole Body of 
the Royal-Burrows ;- and ought therefore to be the more careful | looks. 
after ; becauſe # Gangrene in the Head, brings alwaysa more ſpeedy © 
certain ruin, than iF ic were in ſome inferior and leſs. Noble. pare of 
Body. 
The Magiſtracy of Elinburgh, T find, has.in all times, been. ſo- m 
Courted, and ſo much Pains have Men taken to thruſt themſelves into ir; 
that it would ſeem to- carry ſomething more along with ic than a bare: , 
Title of Honour. 

There is an excellent Conſtitution made by way of Decreet Arbitral, 
pronunced by K. 7a. 6th. and other Judges Arbitrators, in the Year 1 82. 
which not only determines Differences which then were amongſt. ( 4 
zens about the Magiſtracy ; : bur lays alſo down a plain and ee 
thad:of Elefion,  determines.the _ of the Continuation of he lag 

| 2: 
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firacy and Comncil, and ſeems to be ſo contrived; that at 6ſt one © 
would think it impoſfible to contrive any thing thar might elude the de- | 
ſign,or continue a Party or FaRion upon the Council. }.--:.. 
Yer this good Conſtitution did. not continue long when'it was mant-. 
 &fily eluded by Ambitious and Til-deſigning Men,who-even at that. time, * 
when every Article of it was freſh in Memory, the Arbitrators andUm- * 
ice, who framed and pronunced it, being-ſtill alive,.in the Year 1587. © 
ichael Gilbert, is a ſecond year Baillie; whereas the Sett is. plain, That 7 
gone: ſhould be continued ugon the Council above' two Years: together, - 
Except by vertue-of his Oftice: But being two Years Baillie by virtue of 4 


- his Office, hemuſt be a third; Year uponthe Council, 'as. old. Baillie. 


"Thereafter, from Michaelmaſs 1 58-7,till Michelmaſs 1591, Fobn Arnot is. 
contintied Provoſt, which is four years, and, after'thar,” | from the year: * 

" I592,; till the year 1608. They choſe. Noblemen and:Gentlemen to be: 
their Provoſts, when Fobn Arnot, and afterwards Sir Fobn Arnot, gets hims - 
felf again thruſtin, and continues Provoſttill-the"1615; which -is-Seuga. © 
Years; Sothat the Aﬀairs of the City: were ſtill gaverned by one Fa- 7 
'on or Sett of Men,' which at length:conveyed: the. Provoſthip to Dowd”: 
Aikenbead; wha wes firſt choſen. Provoſt-in-the Yeas: x619, continued till. FF 
1620,was Choſen again 1624in the 1625, he yeilded-it to, Sir Fobn Arndt, © 
whowas become an old Man, and'nexs year 1626, it is again-devolved 
uponDa vid” Aikenhead, whe-continues then Four'Y ears Provoſt,and ine 
'x630, was thruſt out by Alexander: Clark, who continued, Four, Yrs, . 
whereby David Aikenbead's Patience was ſo wearied by being ſo long out: 
-of Office, that he reſolves to Sacrifice the Town's Liberty and Freedoity,...'F 

*0fEleRion, rather than bekeep't any longer-out of the Chair: He there- | 
fore at Michelmaſ+: 163.4 procures aLetter from the King to the then Magi=# |. 

ſtrates: and Council of Edinburgh, ordaining them to put. David Aikenhead: « | 5 
Iin the Eeivco be Provoſt, and to put- onthe Leit-to be Baillies, Alexandey- i 
opeir, Archibald Tod, Edward Edgar, and Alexander Deniſton, and on the 
'Eeits ofthe Dean of Guild, to put-on Fobn Sinclair, and on the Treaſure 

 er's Leit David Mackcal ; And his Majeſty's will was, That thoſe per- 
ſons ſhould be made' choice of;at the-time of Eleion, to the ſaid places, 
wherethey wereLeited, which accordingly was done, arid David Aiken= 

\ head continued till Michaelmaſs 1636, which was:Three Yeats.: Afterwards. 

' 1t came by turns to ſeveral hands untill Meckaelmaſs 1650,from which time 

_ there 'was no Aſi of till Aferch.165 2,becaule of the troubles of the - 


| nes, bat the Aﬀairs of the Town were governed by a Committee of ' *Þ 
" te.Nerghbour 


a; eo- the. great: Satisfa&ion. of the Citizens, x the 1 
EA cars, *}- 


*: : a 
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| T6 -and 5 4,t1er2 was no: Elet'on but thoſe who we e.choſen as -— * 
Mchaahmaſa 1652 were:.continued without Election, by an Qrder of the 

oF web Council of State. Art Michelma/ 1 65 5, Andrew Ramſay was choſen 
Provoſt, who-continued, Three years.; « at which time the Council per- 
- ceiving his grand deſign of continuing, himſelf in the Oifice,' and that 
* none wete like to be brought upon the Council, but ſuch as ſhould have 
” adependance upon him thought fir to prevent ſuch practices, by an AR 

| TIN Offober 1658, whereinit was Enacted, That it all time coming, 
- the. Provoſt, Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer of this Burgh, ſhall not be Flefed, or 
continued in.their reſpettive Offices longer then One, or at the moit Two Years to- 
gether at on.timme, And that the Baillies of this burgh, in all time hereaftcr, ſhall 
L . ya Year Baillie, one Year Old Baillie, and one Year free of Office, and ſhall nos 
» be put inthe Leits to be Baillies untill thoſe years be paſt. 
' he. Council reſting ſecure upon this AR, which they*now reckoned a 
of their Conſtitution in the year 1662, do again chooſe Sir Andrew 
A ay to be Provoſt, who in the. time of his 2 years, gets- a Coun- 
_ "Gil of his own Creatures again, and to make all ſure, reſcinds the At. 
' "made in Ofober 1558,and continues himſelf Provoſt till the 1673 year of 
: 60 D, which. was 12 years ;. So that not only the Neighbourhood, bur 
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* His own Creatures and Council growing weary of his Government ;. They 


—_— - a Declarator before the Lords of Seffion of the Towns Priviledges, 
1 © "the event of which Proceſs, was, That they decerned, . that the ſaidARt 
3 _ 1788 ſhould be revived and further ſecured, ard.a conſiderable Penalty 
: *and Oath adjeced'to be caken by every Member ofthe Council upon the 
FF ... Bay of Elefion, and accordingly they made.an At in March 1673, rati- 
|... fying and reviving the AR made in Ofober 1658, and reſcinding Sir An- 
© >, drew's AR. madein Ofober 1664, declaring it Void and Nuil, and to be 
« $=:--prejudicial and Derogatory.to the Laws and As of Pariiament, and' ro. 
{> the Sett_ and Decreet Arbitral, and to the fundamenral Liberty and Pri- 
# viledges of this Burgh ; and ordains the whole Magiſtrars, Council, and: 
Deacons ofCrafts,to take.anOath for the inviolable obſervation of the ſaid. 
At inalltime coming, and do.by their, ſolemn Oath _ in verbi: de preſenti- 
proteſt before Almighty GOD, that they ſhall obſerve this. AR in all the. 
Heads,Clauſes,and Articles thereof inviolably in all time coming ; which. 
Oath is Adminiſtrat -every year- before they  procced'to the Electian, 
and how. well it has been obſerved ſhall appear by and by. 
The Aﬀair of the Ele&ion being again broughtinto irs right Channe),. 
' it was not long ere thoſe in the Magiſtracy fell upon new Contrivances 


and, Mzthods to.elude:all Eaws. and Conftiturions-char:. were: made: to pre - 
| vent 
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' retit continuing of Men and FaSions upon the Council, a 100g many 
others therg was one which was to ſecure the Ele&ion oftheÞ EaCons., obs 
Crafts, which is the firſt ſtep of the Eleftion, and all hi - {ubſeq gene - 
ſteps in Elecing the Council and 15, kx having'a great dependahee 
upon that; The ancient Cuſtom is, "Thar the org rn ve in'Six. * 
Perſons in their Leics to the Council, who out of theſe Six 'cluſt threa 3 
who are returned to theIncorporation, and they our of theſe thiee'thule:; 1 
cheicDeacon; This Cuſtom' was founded upon theSert, which ſays,That the - 
Council ſhall call in before them the ſeveral Deacons of Crafts, and enquire "their 
Opinion and Fudgment of the bef# and worthieſt of their Crafts, and Thereafter. © 
ſhall Leit three Perſons of the moſt Diſcreet, Godly, and Qualified Perſons of every, * 
one of the ſaids 14 Crafts. Notwirhſtanding'of which, the Magiſtrates wich= - 
out regarding the Lcits of Six given in by the lncorporations, ordinarhy © 
would give out three which were not in the Incorporation'sLeits,and of” 
thoſe three,one ſhould be the Man whom theProvoſt deſigned; the other 
two,were either Town-Penſioners, Officers, or in ſome of the Hoſpitals, 
and ſome times living in the Abby for Debt, ſo that the Incorporations 
were forced to chuſe the Provoſt's Man, but-not being able to 'ly loi 


under this Opprefſion, they raifed a Declarator of thar' Priviledge 
fore-che Lords of Seffion, who Aetermined: in their favours in the.year 
T683. It was about this time that the King. by vertne of this abſolare: 


Power, did. by his Letter nominat the Provoſts of Burghs-Royal,. and's= F 
mongſt others thoſe of Edinburgh ; So that they needed no ' Counſellors 
but ſuch as would comply with the times, and by ſuch were' the. Towns. 
Aﬀairs and Common-( managed, ill the year 1689; ' at which time: 
the popular EleRion ſet things at. right again by Eleaing Sir Fobn Hall arid 
others, who received the Towns Common-Good, ' burdened (as I'am/ 
credibly informed ) with 760000 lib. of Debt, Bue ir is very remark- 
able, That the Towns Common-Good at Michatlwaſe 1677, when Sir 

- Francis Kijnloch was made Provoſt, being juſt four'years. after . Sir Andrew 

- Remſay went off, was. in Debt only 400000 lik: of little more ; which 

the ſaid Sir Francis. cauſed to be marked in the Council-Records, the ſeyg- 
ral principal Sums in one Column, and the Annualrent due tipon them 

In another Column, andmade an Atin Council, "That every year at © 
the Election of the Magiltrats,the Towns Debts ſhould berhusRecorded, 
that every ſet of Magiſtrats might ſee what they had bettered or: worſed 
the Common: Good by their Management: But this was. tooGood anAt 
©, be kept. in:Practice ;;this.might havebeen away to.have. raiſed. ow 

| tion, . 
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Yaodfardon the. Magiſtracs, 2nd then che. Places - had:not been ,worth | 
ww» bRah. Beſides, ic opens a Window 206 S0E ſneaking. Fellow. 
| | outh-bitts, yet this 


- when. Sir 


» 
* 03t x 


- 
JF 


fr 


T Michaelmay 1693,there1 

| if.his! Advi been taken, add ch s had been managed as he 

+ Intended, a good:-pait of the Towns Debt might have been - payed by 
f - this time, but as he! was-/an entirely honeſt Man himſelf, ſo. he. believed 


| Rody:60 bien 'Honeſt ; whereby fome cunning Sy.ccofants. and. ſelf 
| = -got themſelves caſily thruſt in upos his Council, who by 


regs bave brought it ſo about, that at Michathmaſs 1696: the Towns 
ommon»(Good was indebted upwards of 8o0ocQl. notwithſtanding that 
they had received three. years of the two Penniesupon the Pint of Ale, 
which was ſett tor about-48000 1: per Annum, which 35s. 144000'l;/ ſo that 
in chree years time this 44500 }.. and 40000 Þ. of new. contratedDebt is 
s ſpent, or ſunk, which in all is 1840004. -._ Kg: 211-1; .unnh.bs 
*F -:.,I know tothis ic will be obje&ted, That theſe: firſt years were 
* given for bygon Annualrencs and Expenſes in. procuring of the. A& - of 


Parliamenc 


28.9 _ II TT” p | ; 

| (8) za  - 
Parliam nt, - and that ic is well 'known- that rhis AR fg 4 *thens-: | 
3920 liz. Sterling, which is 36000 4ib, and that rherewere conlidenbl on 
Annualrents owing, when that was- procured'; bbt allowing* 
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the 35000 lib, it is falſe that there were any Annualrents owing; for © 
Sir Jobn Hall in his Anſwers to a Libel raiſed before the Privy Council” 3 
againſt him and orchers, when he was choſen Provoſt a Second”: time ag'3.” 
Michaelmals 1693 ; does poſitively affirm, that ſince the Revolution; * 
there had been ao Money borrowed for pay ment of Anmualrents::'Bue'! 
on the contrary, ſome principal Sums had been ' payed, which TI think 
- ſhouid nothave been gone it any Annualrents had been owing, and * 
che enſuing Seffion of Parliament, which: was ſoon after, granted the! . 
2 Pennies upon the Pint-: But che Seeds of Miſmanagemene were ſoon - 
ſow*n in theCouncil, after Sir Jobs Hall demicted his Provoſtſhip in 'xti@* * 
Year 1691, for being ſucceeded by Sir Archibald Mare, a peiceiof Policy © 
then took place, which was ſtollen from the Hiſtory of Sir Audrew/Ranje® 
fay's Government ; and that was, that he ſhould not have wiſer Mapts i . * 
ftrats then himſelf. And indeed it were hard,if.notimpoflible in: Edie? * 
biergb to find ſuch ; but I am ſureberter might have-been.had-at the tage s 
The firſt good thing done by the then Council, was "toEltet a! Treaſysr 
- rer that ſhould be a good eaſie, Man,: and would not differ upon founr) I 
' matters with the Provoſt, and a Man of Reputation and Confcienes%s! * 
and that he might not be in a Capacity to ule any of the Towns Mongp! 
upon his own 'Trade, during his Office; he muſt be one, that the beſt off 
bis Trade all his days has been toſell Twe-Penny! Ale;a good Accomps © 
cant who keept all his Accomprts upon Nick-ſtioks; and was ſure ro Bas 
lance his Accompts witly Profit, »when they come the:lengrh of a Score®s.. 
of Ale: But that-theE Council:mighr believe him to +be an excellent” At 
comptaanc, he refuſes to accept unleſs they would ordainthe Towns Ac © 
compts to be keeped-afcer the lalian manner, that : the ſtate: of theix 
Aﬀairs might be always in view, ' which accotdingly' was' done, and # 
Book-keeper choſen: But behold when-rhe Books: come to: be blame 
ced and given in to the Council, there is no Accompe'of Caſt hept in 
theſe Books, neicher a Caſh Book, for which the Book-keeperanſwered: 
that he was not allowed to keep any ſuch Accomprt by the Treaſurer's © 
for he did nortell him: when he received any Money, nor whenhepay= | 
ed Annualrents, only the-Accompts of Quarterly ' Penſioners 'Saller S, 
Miaiſtecs Stipends, and Monthiy incidents were given in, 'and Booked 
Aanualceacs bur once in the Year, and this was his way'of it,yert he'was 
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Fs nls Son. he would gr no Call ier bur himſel, 
> an, Wy. let 096; aa oe joſh did by the" guntft 
2 d not bit be ſure it ſhould coft GK dve that 
va —_— Dart 74S i Rs if an "Epiſcopal (Minifter 


thas BOT FRE TL, -ppon him, he.thought ſuch a Miſcteanc would ap- 
| eir,s. refans 
nr 3f 


; 9Eghe/Church, wk therefore before he- ſhould 
#41 f opjens. confiderablePeice o tore or ſo; _ 


Lg E: ing 
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r Over, an —_ hos, | ea oak Patience. till at De hath 


him co make [ ome. Preſent'to the Treaſurer, and rather 

d bs wanting, is har Peice' of his Duty, which might-make 
; uni com bi op CORN, >; gives him a handſom Gun wal 
| _—_— Ye with, 'which no {ſooner i is done, *+ar 
SE Men, gets. ON ob 'of his Accompr. ' By this ard 


q _ Sh like Machines, there is a way paved for an excellenc 
agement g; SQ that when-Sir Fobs Hal comes to the Chair 2gain in 


bebe. year-2693z (be ond, To Tha had been þ- no Debrt-contrat- 


2d, hy xealon £ thas there. werent h Le, he, gool Man rs'ſtji!l'upon'the 


- Ghun cks upon' thoſe 
k eng hang ng ſeoded ys vai os ro find kfites in'a . 


_ —_—_— Wet has ik bal had in'the 2 years 
 lio his "Office, got-4 air kr Ford 1 Cuffoms, and Excife in Narte 
bus as Rope Danes, at kg Trees to. have a Commiſion from 
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-tris Pareners ; by bis means Sir Arc 
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Tek 6 EEO Pedlar, for wah are mary yy Bebe" 
ter ; Ig that he was ſure, that although he ſhadle'* diart: Ss ug- 

ceed Sir Joby, in caſe he ſhould our-live his 2 years, ny fouls 

party enough on theCouncil to come in if he eaſed ſoon co eherana 
vides at the ſame time a good Treaſurer, a Man that could 'Cypher\ 
enough, having been-ſome years a Faaor.. bat 0 n'Parentage;” a. | 
far meaner Education, and who in,a few * year Dre, when meoges 

ſet up, was not in a Capacity to etter Lk nd 'Gild-Brother be we | 


'the ſame time. 


Yer this honeſt Treaſurer found a way to: TE a Lairaſhip in-this 


2 years Treaſurerſhip- without wronging BE Sood 1 Town in a ; Papenachs 


is Accom pts thit*h 6'had an 


but it was clear enough to the Aiptep 
Cal of the Towns Money in his. r 18 the atleaſt rtic, Suck | 
ol or 40000l. at atime wheti Money 'wasa'g00 5 tip betwixe this 
Londen, and with good Management at ſach'a time, ' he was d Dance If * 
bo could not make Cent 1 Cent upon it; by yr this was no yo roma eo | =. 
the Town, for he payed the Tr adeſinens A Eyoampes po his time, m 


the Annualrents, and bro "ig Accomptsto narrow! Balch, 
and lefrvery few Reſts to feck i in, and rs Das igltg vor 
- fuch a Man deſerves to live. . TR ir 10 


Now the poor Town begins to faffer; for fochMen baloghrvaga Fu 
to the Council by Str Archibald's politick Management, in order to:'pave 


a way for returning. again into t Pp-r when ke ſhould ſee occaſionand _ 
and there wrae ancft Mi p poh'the Council,” who 'began 'r0,dif- + 
cover the Intrigue when it was wap late: T hey raiſed a Ly bel before 


the Lords of Privy. Council, <onptaiitirig of fome- Trregulatiries ahd 


wrong ſteps made in the EleQion, contrary to- the plain meaning:-of che 
& Ental Conftitucion,and | reve a full - 
ndL Cl red: the Jaft Election Void and 


ng of bochſParties 


for theTown. a always/Ag 
a Letter from his Majeſty: to theLo 
accordingly was done, and- he, .E 


all things being Cong, they by ſes es at of theſe N Men out Ree. 
Conncih, who a .woul poſe thete Deſigns, and 'rack*t 
theic, Wits to rs Out fitt ools <p Eh. defig; iti PraQite 4 'fome 
| intothe Tows. who Dealer Ar alt & rf 'knoWNy an ocfier= 


Employment was to keep Cowr, whic at tebgrh” came ro the 
Honour . 


yy .. Rs : wm gl 
oo TF Hondandt being a Gentleman*s Servant; ,whoſe. work was- to, wipe. his 
&- 2:4. Mall s Bbbcs- and: Shoos, and'to carry his, Cloak ; but his Maſter being 
Wwe f 2 Man of *publick Employment, he came t9þe getting now and then 
«F talfis-Merk or ai Metk: paice'in Drink-meney,. whereby he. made ſome 
+ Teal} Stock roMerchandize with; and has acgguited ſome Richs,..., and 

\] rherbfore wuneaothing bac a little Honouritg, make-him, great, /ſych 
j Man fir col bera itt Edivhurgh, the Metropolitan, and vital 


City of the Kingdom ; - And another, they bring from ;the Tanning- 
Trade ac the :Weft-Port ; thisis a ſober well-meaning Man, and fir for a 
Baillies: Poſt} becauſe he is: 4:Couſin of Sir , &reb;ba/d's.; .and.. by. this 


- 


means Sir Archibald fecures his Buſineſs ſo, -that,alchough Sir Robert C, Fol 
interveens berwixt Sit Fobn HalF's going off in the: 1694,” and Sir Archs 
bald: returning to:the Chair in'the 2696, - yet it . was not in- Sir Rubert's 
power to hinder his making way int the: Chair again by a fair Vote .in 
Eouncil, atthough at the ſame time a certain-great Man made no ſmall 
weereſt for George Home: preſent Provoſt, notwithſtanding of which Sic 
- 10Anrhis:occalion muſt 'not-bs loſt, to ger, if poſlible, another Tack of 
-- the Kings Cuſtoms,or ſome ſuch thing;for the greatPolitick now ſeems to 
+ be,co make uſe of theMagiſtracy-as a handleto twiſt themſelves into ſome 
publick Tack or -other.; forthe Management of the Towns Afﬀeaics muſt 
riot take'up a'Mants whole time, he has ;himfelf and. Family . co. provide 
for,” anda very luckie occaſion: offers, the Peace being concluded, the 
Tatk granted about'a year before of the Cuſtoms .to George Home and. o-- 
chers, ' falls'by a particular Clauſe in the Tacks, than a Convention Þf 
the Burrows is called,and thereit is Agitated, That ic were che Intereſt of 
the-Royal-Burrows, to have the Tack in their hands, upon two Conſide- 
-|- Fations;' x. Thar when it is either in Colleion, or in Tack to any , 0- 
ther body, the Merchants who make up the Body of the Burrows are 0 
proſt, bur- now they would be in a Condition to giveeaſeto theirNeigh+ 
50ufrs: 2.Tr might and could hardly fail cobe very profitable to the whole 
'Burghsthat would be concerned to hold their ſhares, in reſpet the Bur- 
rows being a whole'State of Parliament, it was not to be ſuppoſed that 
the King would ſuffer them to be loſers; However the moſt pare. of the 
Members did demurrupon it, upon ſeveral accounts: Some ſtuck at this, 
That they had no InſtruRtion from their Conſtituents, and this being, a 
marter of conſequence, they could not meddle- with.it*. Others, 'That 
their Burgh lay-nort coavemently, and they had no Forreign rn $0 
of * 4 T f [4 ar 


that they could not ſee” throuph it'+- Othersagaim, That bs thy bes * 
ing a State of Parliament, they did not'thifik 1 very conveniatziths þ 


whole State of Parliamenthould be coricertied in any publigk TackjÞus® 
it any privat. Man, or-partieuldr Barges had*a mind ro'1t, it neaf 
the Burrows Buſinef ; However, the moſt leading: Menwere taketi.olf Þ 
by Afurance of Beneficial?Pofts' at the /moſt conrenicnt parts their) Buſts 
neſs lay at, only 'thoſe* that” live- abonat- Edinburgh ſhould be continugd: 
Managers, and if any particular Burgh'did not incline to hold their ſhare) 
whentheir Commiſſioners returned; thoſe concerned in the: Manages 
ment, were to take it off theit hands,upon' theic refuſing eo 6gn's Forniud 
la. which was drawn up tor that purpoſes And alchough'ic was propoſed: | 
by ſeveral Members, "That they ſhould: firſt receive Inſtructions fromtheir 
reſpe&ive.Conſtituents, before theyſhould venture to pals it intoan AR} 
yet the Commillioners for Edinburgh, although the Burrows were: ficring; 
16 their own Burgh, did not think fit to take 'the Advice of the Towna 
Council, who were their-Conftituents; in ſoimporeant en Aﬀfaic: But thei 
firſt, News they hear of it, is, That the Royal-Burrows bad: paſti.an;Ady, 
oy -— Cuſtomes ſhould betaken"apon' chezpablicki Risk and: Qredite ot. | 
the Burraws, 9-099 SPIOL 30, 0MOT1) +311 A Sth 
The Town Council finditg-that this would” be- of ' dangerous ;canſe: | 
quence tothe Town, in Nos that if there'was; any.loſs 1t,wou!d ligher 
heavy upon the Common- 606; and that # there was apy; :profis 148: 
muſt be confumed in paying'extraviganc'Sallaries;iand go-into!; peiv 
Mens Pockets, they refaſe poſrively tobe concerned; and the nathet her 
cauſe their Commilsioners in this Aﬀair had 2Rtedwithour whriadt, hays. 
Ing no Inſtructions from them, and - being | frequently . told that,;it was; 
convenient to call the Council before they ſhould doit, yer. did [not 
think fit ro do-ſo : Sir' Arcbibald mecting withthis dilappoittmenj:intha 4 
Council, lays it aſide for ſome days.” But©the cLords:.of tlie, Treo fury; | 
heating' thereof, ' they refuſe ro ſect the-Tack co the-Burrowsz: unleſ(s/1th 
Town of Etinburgh'be:concerned, not thivking the Gorhrinn/Goodeof | 
thoſe Burrows that would hold their ſhares, ſecurity [for ſuch a Tack 
Duty, upon which Sir Archibald did {6 manage the buſineſs ; by promiſes 
of beneficial places, 'as that he himſelf, the Dean-of-Gild: Hellgburten, and 
Baillie M:inzjes,” who repreſented the Burgh of Lochmaben ſhould:bema- 
nagers of the Tack; the" Freaſuter ſhould be conjunetias Leith with Bail- 
tie Meinzier, his Brother in Law: George Lawſon, who was then, a: Couny 
cilour,defigned*to fueceed-in.the TreaſurecsOtfice. ta . Samuel Medion, 
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BY what we) like to Calm their: Dr jhe® I ' e- 
certain great Man had a'Friend/torecommehtd tothe Chai 

Howe whonithey: were \afraid woyldhs'no: pode hb »/ The 

of the'Tack; -yerconld: not weal-refufe that Greer Man; 4 == 

eh8 Exir for: Provoſt! © And thought Weng ths eager 06 ied 

lef& hazard,that they knew he kad done ſuch a 

the Town the preceeding Year; 'whenhe" hall the Tack: goto R—_ 

which was this:*There arrives inthe Road of ' Leith "Ship" belongingitd 

Glaſgow Merchants loaded with Canary, ins perſwades them might 

be more profitably Sold ac Leith and Ediz %7gb than, in -HoEh#t 7 'whither 

they were deſigned, butthey bein deing. the” Toxin would" not al- 

low them to ſell it angie re Men oftheBufgt, be af 

them that, for a ſmall matter to Dake they m ight have t Privile 

by mak'ng aTown's offer, "which act; hope $0 and the Town 

unci/ gave. their ordinary: defiveraty ntheir Bill, which they:uſs 

todo in ſuch Caſes, which/was this; t alfowed rher'to-feltic 

whole Sale core Froe-M En er ihe- Fries: offe 

ahd (in  teſpet” that? pon”? {2 © there? is ordinal! 

half one o& Cent, to bepayed t to' the Paige for this Priviiedge, which 64 

fo valuiblea Cargo woutdamount t6 a eek Sun; ' the Council: 


agtacs modifies the Com brains G6 lib Sterl. and ordains: the-Deaf 
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of Gild to exact no more; cx, the' (After es fot knows | 
ing'h w whole Szle mi ule a6 enter their 'Wi | 
but he again'afſares th bi he Cdincitwould not 'alfowH, | 
to be underſtood, that Alitg pg ire by i'r ſmall 8s ir cams” 
there, to eng: in T Yn e-he* would rean A& of the Privy. 
Council exp Es wr Councils: defivodafies;* -and © accordingly 
withoue ſpeakin peaking 0 che Pe rovalt or an orher ofche Members ofthe Towir - 
Conneil, be and ets wefit ro yLordChianetlior atd other Mens 
bers fthe Privy Coutidilthen in Town, * and lays*the Matter" before' his 
ordſhip, telling with all, how prejudicial/it- would be'to His Maicſty's 
-uſtoms-ifſuch'a ewe were ſi redto be carried to Holland, whereupon * 
the Proyoft is ſent far, being Tnterrogat what the Town Council 
oF Edtnbargh' did \i os) A/ wholefaſe, 'and {ccing rhe Tackfmery of 
tlic Cuſtoms preſent; he underſtood, ently chic detign, and therefofe 
gave his Anſwer, 'Thathe was but one Member of the Countil,”*afdl 
could not wx ro-give their Anſwer in any ſuch Marterz Bur being a- 


gain asked, whathis own Opinion was, or what was ordinary — 
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$ rhem'to Mr” wy obetlis Mamagers>of the Tack ſhould be-choſen, 
pak jo the Town Wes like" to run ;and if they. ſhould 


| .oliufe a Mar re 5b mingnder t Met,they:thought that no: better 
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1bits; & hi#N mf 41 Rig tings teacd/Proveſt; vas t 
Toba Feoria nd t6 ey which” wers asked: {-bim/es 
hg Jaiitls, Thar he houl@neverGondeſcend 
-Wahe Town's qutern th Finthe Tack, "wor ſhould-do ok 


"of any-grear conſequence ar 5th: Advice ofthe 'Well-wiſhing 


and that he-thould' do" what io him lay og ono oheſ 
-hovie Men to fuccee®#bi $ He were'turned out 
b2692; and 1694, this 'he-foletmnly promiſed; -L ſhall oy 
wich an uplifted Hand befor ore famous Witneſſes, 
cams Oo 2 Refolution to chufe him. 
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:Nohe%s figtia'the: Chair, i dnt Herb Sbiſohe ntkes-6bi 
t109;i340: joyn with apart of theo!tGentiemgy chi if FG b. 
eget into 'the Commiliarior, ſo. thar- this ein! ; ram ors 


-go down, Thar the Provolt.of RSS? 2n fomemlick:: *ack;'c 
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and: David facet :woulel: be-cq qrknfie fs DN ceinofice ct Clerk 
ſhip to the: Town, he offers Provoſt! Hem bipforvioe to. get this:Son ad; 
mitred conjuna Clerk withthe Lord A $:Nepbew Mr. Srexyart, pros 
viding-he would purchaſe the preſent | Clerks! Gopd-will -beipg ſurg.to 
ret/an;Atof Council for his Amide.) > ->4il Srl) 40} 36 2þ999 9 :6'2d 
Thiza4saconfiderable peice; ofiServicezcandb deſerves a;vory:ifrateful «+ 
ſentmionc: |. The Provoſt sherefare thinksti@ gdh dd:p0 Jobs thar:ot 
Archibald; deſire. to quit the T we gh 09) ey Oy their 
Credit-be-engaged: to the Lords of:gheoTseafatyhor thi < 
hr 1 Archibald andiothers;Banihfor cheipRekc 99d 


rightly prepared, an exgaordicaryiGaungstalledde; 
the. NE Os aving game. papel . _ —_— 
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.are:accoſted-upan all hands, aydyahe voD them: 
Sir. Archibald finding; this; Offers a1.0n:17f $i nero kFas gh Roar 
for the Towns-Googd:will of jt; Yor SRo Vs Sligtert byjavofher boatit 

8&<& hi 4tkietleman, 


Neighbour not upon theCoungils 3A 

Thatif the Town weld outs Te oa Phe wand 
have given 40004 Stzal{bet i Nondreet anew yon $82:Booxd 
The-Council refulesqo:da jt, which Bj BA 99h alicia ;la Gal do wn!;hb Proneſt 
.and Sir Archibald, but, they would; notgyve luck ra Blow. withant giving 
his Lordſhip at the ſametime'a Cordial to ſupport av ct Cf ; Spirits ;: 


fo that they make.an AR, ThokiSanyobf.;ghr T Tens ſhall 
-chance to.die;before he:has been hx SMEs he Hieirggiuer 
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Aion at' Michaelmas 1699 draws near, and although there wes 
} ito be changed this year,yer a Council muſt be had, that ma v 
we Tools againft the nextEieRion;thar a goodProvoſt 'might be ſecured 
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To ſucceed himſelf, and alchough the ordinary Politicks were uſed at the 


Eleion of cheDeacons,yer things chere ſucceededinor as he intended;and 
' particularly Mr. Monreith was choſen ro be Deacon of the Chirurgeons 
andDeaconConveener of theTrades, who tho*® one of Sir Archibald Muir*'s 
Minions, being the oaly Man that was moſt ARive in bringing him on 
| #he Provoſtſhip for the ſecond time, at Michaelmas 1696, yet having ſome 
experience of his Carriage-on the Council, when he was formerly Dea- 
<on-Conveener,he wasaffraid he ſhould be uneaſy to him & thwart ſome 
of his Deſigns,not ſo much out ofZeal for the Town's intereſt, as out of ill 
Nature, - and the ill will he bore his Lordſhip, and really there may be 
Come reaſon to believe it;for ifMr, Monteith's Zeal for theTown's intereſt 
thad been what he pretended, theDeclaratorwhich he raifed in Name of 
the Trades upon points of Priviledge,ard ſome Mifmanagements,ſhould 
 thave:comprehended a certain AR of Council, which might in time have 
been a greater Bulwark againſt Faction and Miſmanagement, than 
all theſe imaginary Priviledges, ſcarcely worth a Farthing, and 
"might have ſecured againſt Miſmanagement in time coming ; and that is 
an Ac of Council ſtanding in full force,never yet repelled, nor ſo much 
as ever propoſed by any Man to be reſcinded, although there is not a 
Member of the Council but knows it, That no Deacon or Tradeſman upon the 
-Council, ſhall he employed in the Town's work;ThisA& theDeacon Conveener 
was not ignorant of,and knew the badEffecs andConſequences of its nor 
being oblerved,yet would -not raiſe aDeclarator upon that ; So that moſt 
xxeaſonably it may be concluded, thatthe Declarator railed by bim, was 
' not ſo much out of Zeal for the Town's intereſft,as to gratify his own 
Humour; but what ever were his Motives,the Provoſt ſoon found a way 
to pet him turned out of the, Council, by raiſing a Proceſs againſt him 
"before the Privy Council, for proteſting againſt the Baillie of the Cannen- 
gat's being received, after he was, as he thought, illegally. Eleted, fo 
"the Privy Council turns him out, and deſervedly for his indiſcretion. 
' The Neighbours then begin to change their Opinion of their Provoſt, 
:and:chink, That if he deſigned Sir. Archibald Mure to ſucceed him, he 
? had not endeavoured to turn out Mr. Monteith, who was always upon Sir 
© Archibalds ſide, but that Baillie Fobnfoun is the Man deſigned, an honeft 
Gentleman of entice Credit and | —— extigamly well beg gc 
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rhe Poſt, and who wanes nor great Men and Good Friends he 
bim in any difficulty that may occurduring the time of his Ad intra: 
tion, and will be' fit for any publick Poſt, Employ ment, -or-"Tack; "hater 


the Provoſiſhip can advance him to, arid who will not. let that peice of” 

Edinbargh Policy fall, thartheir Provoſt ſhould ſtill be concerned in pub= 
lick Tacks : And beſides, if what isthe ordinary diſcourſe of the Ciry 
concerning him, may be'Credited, he hasanother very good Qualificas 
tion , wherein our- Provoſis have been very defective of late, that he is 
very kind to the Female Sex; nay that we had not ſuch a well ..2uali- 
fied Provoſt that way ſince King Sclowon's days. 

But as George Home's Management of th: Town's Aﬀeairs has been al- 
ways attended with a great dealof Foreſight, Pruidence, Honeſty, and 
Diſcretion ; So he appeared-no leſs Vigorous, ready and reſolute in the 
Town's Preſervation, when threatned with a dreadful and univerſal 
Conflagration, and that every body thought it ſhould have been in a few 
Hours reduced to Aſhs;, which God in his Infinit Mercy prevented.; and 
as a Teſtimony -of his readineſs of Wit and good Intentionto preſerve the 
City, he preſently ſers al} the Town's Officersand Servants to work,but 
ſeing the fire broke our pretty near his own Lodging, this came 
very readily in his Mind, Tum tua res agitur paries cum proximm ardet. And 
thought ir moſt reaſonable to begin at kome, and ſoall hands are ſee 
at work to carry out his Lordſhips Furnicure, and that of the other Magi- 
ftcats who lived there-abouts, ſo that, come of the Town what will, they 
were ſure not to lofe aGroats worth,( unleſs they wereHeretors-or Land- 
lords ) all being. ſecured in the-Counail-Houfſe, under a guard, which 
ſome People ſaid might have been as well employed elfe-where. 

But now, the Fire was ſo far advanced towards the Parliament Cloſs, 
that there was no ſtopping of it. 

I know his Lordſhips Well-wiſhers willſay, That the Tradeſmen ahd 
others thatuſe ro work upon ſuch occaſions, would not appear by reaſon 
of the lateDiſ-obligement they had met with in turning out their Deacon= 
-Conveener ; I cannot ſay but that might cool the courage:of ſome tilly 
Men amongſt them, but that this was the reaſon I Cannot. think ; for 
. the moſtpart of the conſiderable Maſters in Town, did go and, work tp 
the-manifeſt hazard of their lives, -and carried all their Servants along 
wich them, bue when they came to call for Water, behold the Town's 
Pipes were empty for ſeveral Hours, and not one drop of Water to be 
had; Bolides, I heard one of the ordinary Work-men about the Lon 
P F- ays 
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1 was given, was'half a Crown, and who would be ſucha fool to ' hazard 
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Neighbours, and: therefore, firſt the Town-Captains are mzde believe,. 


Ee was 2 Mad. man that would go & hazard his Life there, whem 
E laſt. occaſion 'ofthat nature, although they had wrought well,: and 
rd the. fire before it did any conſiderable Damage, yet they were 
at the Rate of 14 pence per peice; & the greateſt gratification thas 


bis Life againſt the-Flames for ſuch a-reward,when they were that Nighe 
getting Guineas. for carrying of Burdens.at places of the Town 


Where the Flames hid nat yet come. 


But that he might vet ſignalize himfelf. by fome good 4 fion for 
the good Town before he yeild the Chair toa Succeſſor, be. thinks there 
will be nothing more grateful to the Citizens, than to. free them fronr 
Watching and Warding, and therefore will bave a Mercenaty Guard 
levied, which his Predecefſor Sir Archibald, and. the then Cour cil, upon 
many good and weighty Conſiderations, thought fit to disband, and or- 
gained the Neighbours to. guard the Town themſelves, or ſend out wher 
it fell to their Tour a good. and ſufficient Man, but: he found: there 
would. be ſome difficulty in it, yet it muſt be done, becauſe he had. a 
Friend to advance to a Leiutenants Poſt. | 
The firſt thing to be done, is, To make the Watching uneaſy. te- the 


: That it is Aiſ-honourable for them ta bave any other upon the Guard 
with them but Maſters. of Families, and therefore will.not acc: pt ef Scr- 


' Yants or Hired Men upon the Guard, and if any Burger commite fuch. a 


Miſtake as not to. come out himſelf, then. his Houſe is poinded till be-pay 


. his fine, ſo that the Magiſtrats and Council are made uneaſy with Com- 
plaints and Petitions, and the Hue and. Cry. is.raifed for a Guard of ſtand- 


Souldiers. ; Bur notwithſtanding of all this, the Deacon of the Incor- 
porations, did not think. fit to adventure upon ſuch a buſineſs, without 
takivg the. Advice of the ſeveral Incorporations, and therefore call'& 
their Houſes, and lays the buſineſs plainly before them, { which is to be: 
wiſhed for, were practiſed more: frequently, and then it might go better 
with. the Town's. affairs). but the Incorporations.declare unanimouſly a- 


' gainſt a Guard, which.decermined the Deacons, and when my Lord. Pro- 


volt propoſed the Afﬀfair in Council, be finds. that it would not. do, and: 


| therefore lays it aſide for that time ;; but. what he could not ger effe&uar 
' with.the Town. Council, he reſolves ts have. done another. way, ard. a: 


very fit Oppertunity falls. in. bis way for eſtabliſhing. a. Mercenary 


' Randing Guard. in the Town, which. he muſt imbrace to effeQuar his de- 
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fgn although with the ſurrender of che Town's moſtAncient,W# 
- now-remaining Priviledge; The Matter in ſhort is this : EK. 
The DireRors of the African and: Indian Company receive- Adyie&ofy. 
the defeat of the Spaniards in the:Weſt Indies by a party of their Colong"F 
of Caledonia, for which all the well-wiſhers to that: Aﬀair were to pur 
out Illaminations as a teſtimony of their publick-Joy. This the Lord. ' Þ 
Provoſt is Advertiſed of, that his Lordſhip might fall upon Methods te. I: 
revent abuſes which are ordinarly committed upon ſuch occaſions, by ÞJ' 
breaking of Glafs Windows; his Eordſhip was likewiſe it ſeems Adviſed: 
by ſome of the Neighbours and Members. of the Council, that in this, 
caſe aRabble was to be feared,and therefore timely. Methods might be 
takeri to preventit ; he was indeed pleaſed to tell the Town's Captain. | 
' upon the Guard; that he had heard there was a Rabble defhgned,and that: Þ 
therefore they ſhould rake notice af theic Guard :. But ſure his Lordſhigs 
knew very well, that a Company or two of Men could not be able o- 
fiipreſs it;zwhy might not he had the 16 Companies of Train-Bands upots- 
fach .an-occaſlion? who were in a capacity to have made a Line from one 
end'of the Town to the other, and always uponthe firft appearance of 
a Crowd could have ſuppreſſed them, aud to be fure noPrentice norSers= 
vant-durſt venture to appear, where he knew his Maſter was in Arms," 
but it ſeems he had no mind to prevent ic, but ſuffers Perſons of Honobte I 
and Quality to be inhumanely and barbaroufly inſulted by a baſeRabble, J 
che- Kings Priſon broke open, Priſoners of all' ſorts for the baſeſt 6F.] 
Crimes condemned juſtly to die, to be fer at Liberty, and his. Lordſhip-Þ 
with the reſt of the Magiſtrates ſitting all this Night in a Tavernas idle: | 
Spectators, to ſay no worleof it. | 
The Lords of HisMafeſty*s Privy Council taking this Aﬀair into their - 
ferious conſideration, find: they cannot be ſecure of their Lives in. 
Edinburgh if this be ſuffered: They therefore acquaint the Provoſt that the 
Kings Forces muſt be brought in te-the Town to keep- Guards, one at- 
the Nether-bow-Port, which muſt be from thence foreward kept open, 
another in tbe Town-Council-Houſe to Guard the Parliament "Houſe, 
and a Third at the Weigh-houſe to keep a Communication with theCa- 
tle; but his Lordſhip thought not fit:to-acquaint theTown Council with. 
this till the Forces were; within theTown, and had poſſeft themſelves. 
of the Nether-bow-Port, that Methods might have been fallen upon to. 
ſatisfy che Privy Council, that the. Town ſhould both ſufficiently Guard, |- 
themſelves, and ſecure their. Lordſhips, and. preſerve their own Privis 


ledges. 


KingsForces being, onas got in, they muſt not 0! 
So 


k proce rewn Levy a Guard; Which accor | Town 
6, { ben Ke yet.freed of Forces, but his Lordſhip has got his Delign” 43: & 
"omar dy it, " _ $$; 


- : By whats ſaid it'may appear to the World how well he' has kept: 
the firſt ewo-parts of his ſolemn promiſe to thoſe that were the chief” In- 
ftruments of his promotion, There remains only a third part of his pro- 
I miſe, which is the laſt Act of his Government, the chuſing of his Succef-- 
ſor, which I doubr not he will perform as well as-he did the. firſt two,. 
and.then he comes off in Coach. 
But: before he go off the-Stage,let us compare his Reign with thofe of 
| his/ Predecefſors. Sir Fobn Arnot is the firſt we find-who endeavoured” td. 
{ſubvert this Cantiening the-Town, That no- Man ſhould be on the Comnt=- 
j cil above Two Nears together, except by wertue of bis Office be continue upon it, 
which is when a Manhas-been 2YearsProvoſt, by vectue of his Office, . 
he continues on the Councila: Third Year as old Provoſt,. and them he: 
muſt go off of courſe: But: Sir 7obs violated that part. of the Setr, being. 
firſt 4 Years: Succeflively Provoſt,: and afterwards 7 Years; now thar 
: George Home has been guilty of the ſame, - we need bur our of ſeveralsgive: 
you this one Example, that Sir Archibald Mure having been 2 Years Pro- 
[. voſt,was one year Old Provoſt by vertue-of his-Office and conform to: 
1 the Sert ought.to have: been then out of the. Council ; but the Provoſt 
makes intereſt with the Members, and Eleds hima Fourth Year upon the. 
+Council ; and as ſome People are pleaſed to fay, with defignto contivaue 
him -yevlonger by making him hisSucceſfor:Now-at this race alttkough the. 
Sett ſays plainly that none ſhall be on cheCouncil above 2 Years together, 
4 except they be Office-Men or by vertue of their Offices, which L am: 
fure Sir Archibald was not this laſt Year,yet a Man may be perperuated: 
upon the Council by this Method till the day. of his Death: Bur the beft- 

Men change. their Opinion, for it is not many Years'fince his Lord-- 
ſhip entred his Proteſtation againſt ſuch an EleRion.. 

David Aikenhead afterwards in the Year 1634,to turn outanother Mah 
and get himſeiſ into the Chair for the Second time, betrays the Towns. 
Liberty. and Freedom of Election, by procuring a Letter from the King. 
ordaining himfſelfto be choſen;, but whartCifference is there berwixt. the. 
King's Command and a Great Man's Influence in fuch an Aﬀair, when. 
he ſhall pleaſe tro make ic his buſineſs,I think T.need ſay bur little! tomake:- 
ir.appear that.chey are. bothalike perniciousto.the.Town's Intereft; and. 
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orery body knows by whatmeans George Howe came to his Vitlnigſtihap! 
thele Methods do as much infringe the 'Town's Freedom ot Eleftwn, ag 
the King's Nomination. - 7 / - | Aoltiths, 
- Sir Andrew. Ramſay although he did violat and infringe the Set taiked 
himſe)f.in place, yet was a Manthat underſtood himſeif to:be the King's 
Lieutenant within the Burgh, and did always-mantain irs antient : Privid; 
ledges againſt ſtanding Forces : One ExamplelT ſhall only: offer af his Zea 
that way; An Officer ofthe King's Forces being to marct. his Company 
from the Cannon-gate to the Weft Port, not knowing the.Town's privi 
viidege marched his. Company by the neareſt way through the Town 
but Sir Andrew being, accidentally upon the Street, commanded.the Of: 
ficer to-march down the firſt Wynd to 'the Cow-gate - and: therewith 
their clubed Musquets, without beat of Drum, tg march ro the Weſt-Part 
'which accordingly the Officer found it his Intereſt to do, 0 {| 
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\ Iconfeſs in time of War this Priviledge it not ſo much regarded,there 
being a _neceſity to look aver it at fuch times as the King ſhall. have oc 

caſion, the Caftle being the great Magazin of the Nation. > 6 

I ſhall make no. compariſon betwixt the preſent Management and Sirj 
A Hndrews, every body that can ſee bur an Inch-beſore bis Noſe,” I-thiokd 
"3 will be capable. to diſcern it. 2:08 
g As for the management of the Town's Afﬀairs in the lateGovernmenty] / 
.when the Provoſts were Nominated by the Kings: Letters, and that as ; 


or 6 years. time there was. contraged of Debt $60coo /ib.. if we | 


compare theſe 4 laſt Years wherein Sir Archibald Mureand. George Hamel 
have had the Adminiſtration of the Town's Common Good, am afraid,] - 
. Although this cannot be diſcovered till theſe: Accompts be Audited, . thay . 
it ſhall be found their management has been little -better :- For at Martin 
aſs 1686 the Debt was. upwards of 8oocoo - ib. 2s Efaid before, and} . 
now: they. have 4, Years of the 2 pennies upon the Pint of Ale,. which atg. 
48000 l.per Annum amounts.to 192000 I, now if the TownsDebts be. redu-] , 
ed to 6908000 Lthe management is good: But ifrotherways,there muſt be] . 
fo much Money ſpent or funk unwarrancably,the Town being obliged by - 
. theAR of Parliamenr granting the two Pennies-upon the Pint,to contract 
- "no more. Debt, but to retire. Bonds to the value of whatit-is-ſer for year, 
ly, andthatthis might be. done the more effeually, there is a Nomina-| .. 
_ tion of ſomes of the Lords af Seſsion and fome other Gentlemen. in.the 
:AR of Parliament, whoare impowered to call the Townto an Accompt 
and ſee the ſtate of their Debt, & that the produce ef the: 2. pennies. upgr 
che Pint be. rightly applyed.. Jug 


_ TRY" | _ 
F-But alepugh we cannot come to an exact knowledge of this Aﬀair be 
wre thfle"Treaſurers Accomprs he Audited, , yet'there are very ſhrewd 
awhatiptions. that it is not altogether applyed in the Terms'of the'A&' 
PEnament, for. atthe granting of this A& Sir Jeb» Hall did offer to the 
bs 6 bn Council, that if chey would Aſsignhimto the Two pennies upon 
Fthe Pint of Ale for 15 Years,for which it was fiſtgranted,and to the reft 
A oftheir common Good he ſhould find the Town fecurity beyond Ex- 
1 ceprion to pay all the Miniſters Stipends, mantain all their Fabiicks ard 
& ___ works, pay all their Sallaries and Penſions, rot <exceedirg the 
+ 
Of 


= | 


ih they:then extended co, and give to the Town Council 10000 [ib 
ww Hnnum to defray. the common incidents of rhe Town, and at the 'end 
of x5 Years ſhould deliver them the: Common Good freeof Debe. 
24 ' 'Buc this Propoſal did not reliſh, although he offered Land Security be- 
2 I yond Exception, for the Performance: of it; and now tho there be 
ASeven Years of the Fifteen paſt, I doubt whether the Town be in 
Teſs Debt than when the AR of Parliamenc was obtained ;To prove which 
IT ſhall give the followingInſtance. 
4 - - The Society, which was a conſiderable Branch of the Common Good, 
4 was ſold fora conſiderable Sum, which was thought might have relieved 
1 the Town of ſo much Debt, but it is known to the Auditors of Treaſurer 
' Macklellan's Accompts, that the moſt part of ic was employed in payment 
of Annualrents, which is equivalent to the contracting of ſo much Debr, 
and if they cannot pay principal Sums by ſelling ſuch conſiderable parts 
"I of the Revenue, it is to be feared, that the Two Pennies upon the Pint 
will'be the ſame way applyed. _ 
1 May it nocthen be thought worthy theConſideration of His Majefties 
High Commiſſioner, and the Right Honourable Eſtates of Parliament 
how far the Magiſtrates of - Edinburgh have applyed the ſeveral Gifts 
4 -obtained from the _ and Parliament to the ends for which they were 
"| granted, and-that. theſe Gifts might be called for, and the ſeveral Magi- 
ſtrates that have had the Management thereof made accountable therefore. 
'f There is another. thing that renders it very ſuſpe&ed, that the Town's 
J . Circumſtances ace not on the mending hand, for although this be the laft 
Year of this Treaſurer's Office, yet when he, for ſeveral Counſel days 
"| :ſucceflively, was defired co give .1n an Accompt of what principal Sums 
&7-che Town was owing, with what Annualrents were yet reſting upon the 
© fevers! principal Sums, after many Delays, he ac length poſitively de- 
1 :clared, chat he did nor-know. the 'Town's Debt. is 
” ol Tkis 


-ed Treaſurer, being leited' to be a Baillie, did make all the Jn ; 
-poſlibly could, both by himſelf and Friends, not to be clan] | 
declaring unto them,that hedid not think himſelf qualified far ſuch-a Bay 
but he improves weli'in \one Year, tobe at the next Adebaelmeſs Tuthets 
ently qualified ro be Treaſurer. | 3 1:18 
And lately, when he brought in ſome Months incident Charges, with} 

a Committee's Report upon them, to be approved-by the Council, afrs;F 

reading of .cheCommitcree*s.Report, it was ohjeted by ſome of the Deaf 

Cons, that they could not blindly approve of ſuch -Accompts, :upon th 
reading a,bare Report, without knowing ſo-much as one Tirle-or Artidla 

.of the Accompts, but defired they might ly upon the Table till the neze} 

Council day, chat they might have acceſs to peruſe them, and that then] 

_ would be ripe to give the Vote of their Conſcience: But this was re». 

Fuſed, whereupon they offered to Proteſt.; but the Provoſt had no .mindI* 
'to have ſuch a Proteſtation recorded, and therefore delays the approving: 
of them for that day, and appoints ah Hour in the Council Chamber,Þ 

where the Treaſurer was to attend them with his Accompts, and -make 
them patent: And accordingly ſome of the Deacons and other Counſel-F 
lors did attend, and begun to go:through the Accompts, and were mak»F 
ing ſome Obſerves upon a Paper apart, as they went through the .Ar> 
ticles; but my Lord Provoſt coming in, and/feing-one of the Merchant}. 
Counſellors there, ſaid, That he did not take him to be a Deacon, and | 
did not underſtand how he ſhonld come there'to make Obſerves upon the Y. 
Treaſurer's Accompts,that if he had attended-the Committee, Ay 
there have had al Satisfaction, but that this Appointment was for the.Sa: 

- tisfation of the Deacons, and not-of him: To which he very diſcreet] 
Replyed, That he was-not jn Town when the Commircee fate upon theſe 
Accompts, and that he:thought, as a Counſellor, he ought to fatisfie him- 
ſelf. as well as the Deacons, -betng to have a Vote in approving them as 
well as they ; upon which the Provoſt commanded both him and theDea- 


PEA -. As — 
"This is a well qualified Treaſurer, who, 'the Year before hall lo 


' Cons to give him up the Qbſerves they had made, ſaying, That he knew 
':no other Deſign they had, but to propal'the Treafurer's Accompts, and 


& 


make them the common Talk of the Street. 


; oe T ſhould recount atl-the little intrigues of Managing the Aﬀairs 
- ofEdinburgh, this would fwellinto a grear volutne; .I have only. here men- 
. tioned a few, to undeceive {ſome of the-well-meaning Citizens, . wheiT} 


""kgow ace impoſed upon, and made believe that things are managed. ina p 
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which I think. might not only be of uſe to chem, but to the whole City, . © 
\, andas L higged before, might very «_ prevent theContinuation of ons _ 
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. fſetof Men upon the Magiſtracy ; And that is, That ſince there is a tall 
ing ' At of Council, That. vo Deacon or Tradeſman upon the Council: 
ſhould be employed in the Town's work, they fall upon ſuch Methods 
as miy oblige their Deacons notto accept of the Town's Employment =" 
ſo long as they are in Office, the Effets of which are but- cool 
known By: ws 
I ſhall conclude with this, That as T have no other deſign in this Pay! 
per, but the Good and Welfare of the Town,ſo I hope no good Citizel® 
will cake it in ill part: If any Body be offended, and think that ſome; 
things are here divulged that might have been concealed. IT Anſwer, 
That it is the concealing of ſuch Faults as are here pointed at, that hay 
been the ruin of this City, and I hope that may fatisfie them. .I know 
others will be highly offended becauſe their Characers are put in Prints 
To ſuch I anſwer, that if ſuch ſort of gentle Corre&ion can bring thewy® 
to their Duty to the good Town, I have gained my deſign, if otherwils” 
and that they ſtill perſiſt in the old Road, I may pofhibly complements ? 


them the next year with a NewBook Intituled, The Lives of the Werthies | 
ef Edinburgh, . mn 
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